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NOTES ON THIS ISSUE

welcome to our 
golden world

HELLO THERE!  The first issue of the Golden Pawprint for 2017, the official magazine 
of the Golden Retriever Club of Western Australia, is dedicated to all our golden friends 
who are not members of the club. Yet! 

THE GRCWA HAS BEEN OFFERING  its members a newsletter since 1973. Yes, 
that’s how far back our club goes! For 2017 we decided to revamp the Newsletter 
and turn it into a Magazine, with more articles and other pieces of information, and 
useful tips and links that might be of interest to not only people involved with activities 
such as conformation, retrieving and obedience, but also to family pet owners. After 
all, before anything we are all owned by lovely golden retrievers who are part of our 
family!

WE ARE STILL GOING TO BRING  the usual articles, show results and relevant 
information for breeders, and people interested in the latest research results and 
other more technical articles, but we are also aiming to make the Golden Pawprint 
magazine a fun and enjoyable publication for all pet owners, who are the majority of 
the members of our club.

WE DECIDED TO MAKE THIS ISSUE  available to all our friends, not only 
members, hoping to explain more about what the GRCWA is and does. If you still aren’t 
quite sure, there’s a special feature about the GRCWA in this issue created to clarify the 
most common questions and introduce the people that work as volunteers and form 
the GRCWA committee of 2017.

WE ARE ALSO BRINGING  some interesting columns, articles, homemade treat 
recipes and product reviews. We hope you enjoy this month’s magazine!

AS A MEMBER,  you would be receiving the Golden Pawprint magazine regularly. 
If you are not a member of the club yet, and would like to receive the next issues of 
the magazine, you will find links to the GRCWA website to fill in the Membership Form 
within this issue of the magazine. 

THE GRCWA NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT!  Become a member of the club today and 
you will not only receive the Golden Pawprint Magazine, you will be able to rely on 
expert advice from people who have been involved with golden retrievers for over 30 
years. You will be part of a club connected with other golden retriever clubs Australia 
wide. We would love to welcome you to our golden family! 

Sincerely
Golden Pawprint Editorial Committee
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FERNANDA E.  HERRMANN
GRCWA COMMITTEE MEMBER 2017
MANAGING EDITOR
ART DIRECTOR

“I am still learning heaps about golden retrievers and 
how to raise my, mostly well behaved, puppy.”

ANN JONES
GRCWA SECRETARY 2017
CONTENT CONTRIBUTOR

“I enjoy trying different activities with my dogs 
and have just entered my first Rally O trial.”

JACKIE CRAWFORD
GRCWA VICE PRESIDENT 2017
COLUMNIST
CONTENT CONTRIBUTOR

“This month I’m excited to be starting work at 
Canine Muscleworks and beginning this journey 
to help all dogs live the best quality of life for the 
longest time possible.”

meet the 
editorial committee

We work hard searching for news and 
interesting articles to bring to you in each 
issue of the Golden Pawprint Magazine. 
We are able to source some very good 

information, but we would like your 
contribution as well.

If you see anything interesting you would 
like to share and see published, 

contact us by sending an email to

editorial.goldenpawprint@gmail.com

We would love to hear from you!

Photo Credits: Megan Casas - first two photos from the top
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TRAINING

JACKIE CRAWFORD
HEALTH

AMANDA FORREST
GROOMING

CONTRIBUTOR PHOTOGRAPHERS

CONTENT CONTRIBUTORS

COLUMNISTS
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Be part of the family.
Join the GRCWA today!

PRESIDENT 
CARLA O’DONNELL 
0417 916 011 
carla@aneirabygoldens.com

VICE PRESIDENT 
JACKIE CRAWFORD 
08 9384 1648 
jackie.crawford@me.com

TREASURER 
RUTH CONNAH 
08 9249 3548 
conarhu@bigpond.com.au

SECRETARY 
ANN JONES 
0415 451 762 
annjones@iinet.net.au

TROPHY OFFICER 
HELEN KEELING 
08 9300 1036 
ashfaere@westnet.com.au

GOLDEN PAWPRINT MAGAZINE 
MANAGING EDITOR 
FERNANDA E.  HERRMANN 
0421 545 549 
editorial.goldenpawprint@gmail.com

GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBER 
MEGAN CASAS 
0413 304 295 
tullymac@ozemail.com.au

GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBER 
LOUISE ANDREWS-ADAMS 
lou705@hotmail.co.uk

GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBER 
JACINTA ANDREWS-ADAMS 
jacinta.andrews@live.com.au

GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBER 
MURIEL NALLY 
schmozzle1@optusnet.com.au

GRCWA LIFE MEMBERS 
JESSICA BROWN 
JEAN GRIEVE 
LEONIE MALEY 
ROBYN PEIRCE

ROLL OF HONOUR 
PENNY GREENWELL 
DENNIS WALKER

THE GRCWA COMMITTEE -  2017

CLICK HERE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE GRCWA

One big aussie 
golden family!

THE NATIONAL GOLDEN RETRIEVER COUNCIL (NGRC) 
was formed in 1995 by agreement between the Golden Retriever 
Clubs in Queensland, Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia. 
New South Wales and Tasmania joined the Council in 1997-8.

THE NGRC WAS FORMED  to provide golden retriever 
enthusiasts with a platform for the education of breeders and the 
promotion of the breed at a national level. The NGRC allows for 
discussion of any issue of relevance across state borders, and to give 
a voice for golden retriever enthusiasts at national forums hosted 
by the Australian National Kennel Council (ANKC) and other relevant 
organisations.

ALL GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB MEMBERS  can have matters 
raised at to the NGRC for discussion and/or action subject to the 
support of his/her Club. The NGRC bring together, through National 
events, golden retriever enthusiasts from Australia and overseas, 
to showcase the breed and discuss contemporary issues with 
like-minded people. The NGRC does not exist, however, simply to 
facilitate National Shows and Field Events, and, indeed, if there were 
no NGRC there would be no Nationals.

For advice and information, contact the clubs around Australia 

By becoming a member of the 
GRCWA you are connected with 
golden lovers all around Australia

Golden Retriever Club of Queensland Inc 
grcq.org.au 
Secretary: Karen Vowell 
Phone:    0403 302 489 
Email: grcqld@gmail.com

Golden Retriever Club of NSW Inc 
grcnsw.org.au 
Secretary: Debra Stubbings 
Phone: 0414761870 
Email:dstubbings@bluebreeze.com.au

Golden Retriever Club of Victoria Inc 
grcv.org.au 
Secretary: Carol Stafford 
Phone: (03) 5978 6844 
Email: dcstafford@optusnet.com.au

Tasmanian Golden Retriever Club Inc 
tgrc.org.au 
Secretary: Linda Rand 
Phone:   (03) 6426 1927 
Email: linda.rand@randelectronics.com.au

Golden Retriever Club of South Australia Inc 
grcsa.org.au 
Secretary: Jan Williams 
Phone: (08) 8298 3198 
Email: secretarygrcsa@virginbroadband.com.au

Golden Retriever Club of Western Australia Inc 
www.grcwa.com 
Secretary: Ann Jones 
Phone: (08)  
Email: annjones@iinet.net.au

NGRC ADMINISTRATION

Elizabeth Molnar, President 
dobrogold@bigpond.com

Dr Carla O’Donnell:  Secretary-Treasurer 
carla.odonnell@bigpond.com

FACEBOOK - FRIENDS OF THE GRCWA DISCUSSION GROUP

FACEBOOK - GRCWA OFFICIAL PAGE

ANNJONES@IINET.NET.AUe

club members and non-members welcome to like and follow

club members and non-members welcome to join

GRCWA.COM.AU

http://www.grcwa.com
http://www.grcwa.com
http://www.grcwa.com
http://ausngrc.org
http://grcq.org.au
http://grcnsw.org.au
http://grcv.org.au
http://tgrc.org.au
http://grcsa.org.au
http://www.grcwa.com
mailto:dobrogold%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:carla.odonnell%40bigpond.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GRCWA/
https://www.facebook.com/GRCWAInc/
mailto:annjones%40iinet.net.au?subject=
http://www.grcwa.com
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CONTRIBUTIONS: 
For photos, articles, stories, product reviews or any other copy 
contributions, please submit them by the 15th of every month. 
Please forward any material to: 
editorial.goldenpawprint@gmail.com

ADVERTISEMENT: 
Please submit complete artwork by the 20th of each month. 
Payment should accompany all advertisements. If you need 
assistance on payment options, putting together an advert, or 
would like to know the specifications for submitting an advert, 
please contact us: editorial.goldenpawprint@gmail.com

Please contact us via email 
editorial.goldenpawprint@gmail.com 
if you would like to sponsor the 
GRCWA Golden Pawprint Magazine.

Alpha Dog DSPS
Diana Andersen - Animal Images
Cable Beach Candles
Canine Muscleworks
Chez Deux Amis
Kwik Kopy Osborne Park
South Street Pets Supplies
The Golden Groomer

THIS ISSUE’S SPONSORS

SPONSORSHIPS:

CLOSING DATES:

COPYRIGHT DISCLAIMER
All content, photos and images reproduced on this magazine have been checked for copyrights. If a photo or image 
is used, it is because display rights have been obtained from the copyright holder, or because it is known to be 
in the public domain, or because clear copyright/ownership could not be established. It is not the intention of 
this magazine to willingly violate copyrights or intellectual ownership in any way. If it is determined that a particular 
content, photo or image appearing on this magazine is copyrighted by others, we will remove it.
This magazine is intended only for informative purposes. It is not conducted as a business. The advertising profits 
are used in activities organised by the GRCWA for its members.
Due diligence has been exercised, but it is possible that unapproved copyrighted photos or other graphic material 
may appear on this magazine inadvertently. If you feel that a copyright has been violated, please email the 
magazine at editor.goldenpawprint@gmail.com

PHOTO & VIDEO DISCLAIMER
GRCWA and Golden Pawprint Magazine reserves the right to use any photograph/video taken at any event organised 
by the GRCWA, without the expressed written permission of those included within the photograph/video. GRCWA 
may use the photograph/video in publications or other media material produced, used or contracted by GRCWA 
including but not limited to: brochures, invitations, books, newspapers, magazines, television, websites, etc. To 
ensure the privacy of individuals and children, images will not be identified using full names or personal identifying 
information without written approval from the photographed subject, parent or legal guardian. A person attending 
a GRCWA event who does not wish to have their image recorded for distribution should make their wishes known 
to the photographer, and/or the event organisers, and/or contact GRCWA members or send an email to editorial.
goldenpawprint@gmail.com, in writing of his/her intentions.
By participating in a GRCWA event or by failing to notify GRCWA, in writing or your desire not to zhave your 
photograph used by GRCWA, you are agreeing to release, defend, hold harmless and indemnify GRCWA from any 
and all claims involving the use of your picture or likeness. Any person or organisation not affiliated with GRCWA 
may not use, copy, alter or modify GRCWA photographs, graphics, videography or other, similar reproductions or 
recordings without the advance written permission of an authorized designer from GRCWA.

GRCWA CODE OF ETHICS
1. Members must abide by the Dogswest Code of Ethics, and any laws, by-laws and regulations of the federal and 
state governments and the relevant local council.

STANDARD OF THE BREED
2. The Breed Standard is a written criterion developed by the Golden Retriever Club of the United Kingdom and 
accepted by the Canine Association of Western Australia Inc. which describes the ideal Golden Retriever. Members 
shall breed only for the purpose of improving the quality of the breed, and not for the pet shop market or any other 
commercial purpose.
CAWA RULES & REGULATIONS
3. Members shall ensure that when selling or transferring a dog that documents, as required by the CAWA Inc. Rules 
and/or Regulations, will be provided to the purchaser or transferee.
4. Members shall ensure that each dog to be used for breeding or to be shown or worked, is properly registered with 
the CAWA, in accordance with the understanding of the purchaser. 
5. Members must maintain accurate breeding records. As of 1st January 2012 All litters must be Micro-chipped 
before registration.
HEREDITARY DEFECTS, HEALTH & BREEDING
6. Members owning stud dogs shall be selective in the bitches they accept, in terms of soundness and hereditary 
defects, and as the owner of a stud dog, ensure that the owner of the dam has the ability and the necessary facilities 
to successfully whelp, raise and assure the future well being of any resulting litter. They also have an obligation to 
assist the breeder as needed and/or requested.
7. As the owner of the dam, members shall be selective in the dog they use, in terms of soundness and hereditary 
defects. Members shall ensure that the owner of the sire has the knowledge and experience to provide a safe and 
supervised mating, including the diligent care of the dam.
8. Members shall have all dogs and bitches in breeding programmes X-Rayed and hip and elbow scored under a 
recognized grading scheme and have eyes checked annually by a qualified Ophthalmologist. In the case of an AI 
litter, where the sire is deceased, a Clear Eye Certificate within 18 months of the Sire’s death, or after ten years of 
age, is required.
9. Members shall ensure that at all times all dogs under their care, are properly housed, fed, watered, exercised, 
socialized and receive proper veterinary attention, if and when required.
10. Members shall not breed from a bitch before she is at least 18 months of age and not on the first season. A 
bitch should only be bred when she is in good health. Bitches must not have a litter within 12 months of a previous 
litter. However, that should if become necessary, in extenuating circumstances, to breed from a bitch twice within 
12 months, then the bitch must be rested on the third season. Members shall not breed any bitch kept by them or 
registered in their name more than six times without prior veterinary certificate of fitness.
11. Members shall not permit any pure bred dog owned by them or registered in their name to be mated to a dog of 
a different breed, to a cross-bred dog, or to an unregistered dog of the same breed.
SELLING OR DONATING
12. Members shall not sell or allow any dog to be sold to commercial dog wholesalers, retail pet dealers, or directly or 
indirectly to allow a dog to be given as a prize or donation in a contest of any kind, or auction or allow to be auctioned 
any dog owned by them or registered in their name.
13. Members shall ensure that all persons acquiring dogs from them clearly understand their responsibility for the 
care and welfare of the animal, and that they have the time and facilities 
(ie. Adequate fencing, sufficient room and proper shelter, etc.) to meet their obligations. To accept that dogs, like 
people, grow old and may need special care and attention. To be prepared to love and care for a dog for all of its life.
14. Members shall provide to all purchasers of dogs placed by them, written details of all dietary, micro-chipping and 
immunization requirements and/or an appropriate publication relating to such requirements and responsible dog 
ownership. Including information on spaying/neutering.
15. Members shall not sell or otherwise transfer from their car any puppy under eight weeks of age and Members 
shall not export a puppy under the age of 11 weeks.
HONESTY IN REPRESENTATION
16. Members shall not knowingly misrepresent the characteristics of the breed, nor falsely advertise, or mislead any 
person regarding the performance of any dog, and at all times shall adhere to proper and ethical business practices 
when breeding, selling and placing their dogs.
COMMUNITY RELATIONS
17. Members shall not allow any dogs under their care to roam at large and, when away from home, ensure they are 
kept fully leashed, or under effective control, at all times.
18. To promote good fellowship and sportsmanship amongst members and those participating in or at shows.
Passed at AGM 27th NOVEMBER 2012

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Editorial Committee reserves the right to withhold publication of any material whatsoever. Views and opinions 
expressed in this magazine are those of the correspondents and contributors, and not necessarly those of the 
Editorial Committee, GRCWA, the printer or any other contributors. GRCWA will not accept anything that’s poorly 
written, offensive or defamatory in tone or nature and will reject subject matter which is deemed to be not in 
the best interest of the Club, its policies or Code of Ethics. All material is accepted in good faith and the accuracy 
of the contents of any material submitted is the responsability of the contributor. Names of contributors may be 
withheld from publication on request, but must be supplied. While every effort is made to ensure that all material is 
reproduced correctly, GRCWA accept no responsability for any error.

HI EVERYONE AND WELCOME TO 2017!  As your president this year, I would like to extend a warm 
welcome to all our new and returning golden retriever enthusiasts. I hope you are all having an exciting, fun 
packed summer and getting recharged for the upcoming year. I for one, am looking forward to the exciting 
plans the club has for this year with our new committee who you can learn about in this edition of our new 
look club magazine. 

THIS IS YOUR ORGANISATION  and we need your help to be successful. Participation is a fantastic way 
to make new friends, support our breed and form your own close ties in our community. Our club, which 
consists of a diverse group of people, stands out as an active and dynamic group focused on the health and 
well-being of the golden retriever at the centre of our mission. 

EACH YEAR provides an abundance of opportunities to get involved with the GRCWA and our wide variety 
of events; this year is no exception! There is truly something for everyone. Whether you have a little time or 
a lot, you will find your involvement to be personally rewarding and a great way to enrich your golden’s life. 
Every volunteer contribution, large and small, is deeply appreciated.

TO LEARN  more about the volunteering opportunities, please contact one of our committee members.

THIS YEAR,  the GRCWA will continue our favourite traditions as well as adding some new events. 
Stay tuned to our Facebook page, website and magazine for dates to mark in your calendar of our 
upcoming club events.

I  LOOK FORWARD  to catching up with all of you and your dogs in person in 2017; where we can 
all share our common love of the golden retriever.

Sincerely,

Photo Credits: Diana Andersen

CARLA O’DONNELL 
President GRCWA 2017

GRCWA PRESIDENT’S LETTER

OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE GRCWA - AUSTRALIA
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what
exactly is 
the Golden 
Retriever 

Club of WA?

Photo Credits: Fernanda E. Herrmann

FEATURE -  THE GRCWA

FOUNDED IN 1973,  the club is headed by enthusiasts 
of this wonderful breed.  We strive to improve the standard 
of the breed through health and welfare standards and 
promoting responsible and ethical breeding practices.  
By bringing Golden Retriever lovers together under one 
organisation, it unites owners of the breed.  Our members 
consist of pet owners and also those who participate in 
dog sports such as showing, obedience and retrieving.
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SPECIAL FEATURE

Photo Credits: Megan Casas

What does it mean to 
improve the breed? 
It means that the club is tasked with: 
1. Raising the quality of Golden Retrievers in terms of 
how they conform to the breed standard
2. Promoting health  testing (in order to minimise 
hereditary defects).
3. Ensuring the Golden Retriever retains its KFC 
temperament (kindly, friendly and confident)

Is the GRCWA only for 
people who show their 
dogs?
No, absolutely not. We welcome ALL Golden Retriever 
enthusiasts! In fact whether you have a Golden Retriever 
with or without pedigree papers, we would love to meet 
you and your dog!

I don’t really want to 
get involved in any 
activity such as 
conformation show, 
retrieving or obedience. 
Can I still join the club?
Of course! The majority of our club members are not 
involved in any dog sporting activities. The glue that 
unites all of us is our love for the Golden Retriever.

Photo Credits: Fernanda E. Herrmann
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SPECIAL FEATURE

I am a Western Australian 
resident, but I don’t live in 
Perth metro area. Is there 
any benefit in joining the 
club for me?
Yes, indeed.  Our professionally designed club magazine 
is packed full of doggy-related information, education 
and discounts exclusively for club members. The 
discounts alone will be worth more than the $2 a month 
it costs for club membership.  Much like dog training, we 
understand it is natural human nature to ask ‘what’s in it 
for me?’ However, the saying ‘ask not what you your club 
can do for you, ask what you can do for your club’ is a 
philosophy followed by each of our committee members 
who sacrifice much of their own time and money for the 
club without any gain.

So, what exactly does the 
club do?
Our breed health, welfare and breed standard is a 
driving force of the GRCWA.  It is a misconception that 
breed clubs exist for show dogs only. Most pedigree 
dogs will be family pets and companions so health and 
soundness must come first. Unfortunately the Golden 
Retriever has been a victim of its own popularity.    
When buying a pedigree puppy of a breed you want 
to be guaranteed that the puppy will grow up with the 
appearance and temperament, which attracted you to 
the breed.  Although many of our dogs may not perform 
the functions they were originally bred to do, it is those 
physical attributes laid down in the breed standards 
which details the ‘look’ of a breed and its temperament, 
which makes us, fall in love with the Golden Retriever.  
Thus we take our responsibility as guardians of the 
Golden Retriever breed standard very seriously.  It is 
through sporting activities such as retrieving, agility, 

Photo Credits: Fernanda E. Herrmann

obedience, rally-o and showing that we are able to 
monitor how our breed is developing and to improve the 
health of our breed. 
The club also organises educational and social events 
such as grooming and training workshops, fun days, 
walks and picnics.

Who are the people 
involved in the 
Committee of the 
GRCWA?
United by our love for the Golden Retriever, many of us 
are just normal people with full-time jobs who volunteer 
our free time to the club. 

What kind of people are 
the members of the club?
Lovers of all things Golden! We have many club members 
who are not involved in any sporting event but the ones 
who do, really enjoy it.  The primary reason that people 
participate in dog sports is simple; because they enjoy 
it and because their dogs enjoy it. It is a chance for 
dogs and their owners to spend time together, which 
cements the bond, and through the training required 
for these events, it also helps owners fulfill their role as 
responsible dog owners. 
The majority of our members don’t participate in any 
sporting events and just like being a part of a club with 
like-minded enthusiasts. They find enjoyment in doing 
activities with their dogs at our educational and social 
events where new friendships are made.
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Pages of the very 
first newsletter of the 
GRCWA dated May 1973
Courtesy of Jean Grieve

Photo Source: Pixabay

How is the money from 
my membership used? 
Our funds are used to pay for administrative fees such as 
Dogswest levies, insurances and gun licenses for gun dog 
training.  It is also used to finance the club’s objective of 
promoting responsible ownership and ethical breeding 
practices. To achieve this we fund activities such as hiring 
venues to run events, lectures and workshops, retrieving 
competitions and our annual conformation show. 

What exactly will 
I receive, by joining 
the club?
A monthly club magazine that is professionally designed 
and packed full of helpful information. 
Participating at educational and recreational activities 
and social events at discounted rates (often free for 

The GRCWA needs 
your support to continue 
to exist. Become a member 
today and be part of 
our golden family.

members). We are a very social club and enjoy meeting 
our members.  Like yourselves, your dogs will enjoy 
making new friends too!  Golden Retrievers are big gentle 
creatures and have a special code and play language that 
is only understood by other goldens.  Joining our club will 
give your fur family many opportunities to meet more 
like-minded friends.
Access to personal and confidential advice about 
your dog by experienced committee members is also 
available. As a member, you are most welcome to email 
or ring any of us for advice regarding your dog. 
We are here for you!

CLICK HERE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE GRCWA

Photo Credits: Diana Andersen

http://www.grcwa.com
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meet the
committee
members
of the
GRCWA

Photo Credits: Fernanda E. Herrmann

I’m a molecular biologist working in cancer research and a certified professional dog trainer, a member of the Association of 
Professional Dog Trainers and the International Society for Applied Ethology with a passion for learning and understanding, 
especially about dogs and I have a love for golden retrievers.  I received honours degrees in veterinary science and 
molecular biology from Murdoch University and a doctorate in physiology from UWA. My background is widely varied, 
with experience in scientific research, breeding, showing, training, canine midwifery, puppy raising, instructing, behaviour 
consultations, in-home training and various club memberships & activities. I have served on numerous committees and 
am currently President of the GRCWA, Secretary of the National Golden Retriever Council, Vice President and an instructor 
for Perth Obedience and Dog Training Club and an instructor for Joondalup Dog Training Club. I am a golden retriever 
breeder and dogs bred by us have been active and successful in obedience, Rally-O, therapy dog work, conformation and 
most importantly as loyal companions enhancing the lives of people they live with. I have been a member of the golden 
retriever club of WA for 12 years and through the club I have made great friends and it is a great resource where we can 
discuss and share our common love of the golden retriever. Hopefully through my broad knowledge I can offer fellow 
dog lovers especially members of the club who share their lives with golden retrievers exciting, practical information and 
approaches that improves the communication with their dog, enhancing the human/dog relationship. At the same time as 
a club member I can hopefully give something back to the golden retriever, a special breed that brings so much joy to my 
life. I live in Perth with my husband Jim and together we take care of our house full of golden retrievers.

I am the founder of Canine Muscleworks, a canine muscle 
therapy clinic. It has always been my dream to work with 
animals (and to have a job that will allow me to bring my dogs to work!)  When I was growing up, while other children were 
playing with toys, I was happiest surrounded by my family dogs.  We had German Shepherds but I have always admired 
Golden Retrievers. My parents wouldn’t let me have one so I saved up all my pocket money and bought one from a backyard 
breeder. I excitedly carried my puppy home and weaved a terribly sad story about how this young baby was going to be 
put down at the pound.  Fortunately, my parents not only fell for the story but also my ‘rescue’ puppy.  Young “Maverick” 
was my dream come true.  His untimely death at 6 years of age from lymphoma left a deep hole in my heart but started a 
lifelong love affair with this wonderful breed.  Today my furry family consist of three beautiful Golden Retrievers: Krug (14 
years old), Opus (7 years old) and Shogun (4 years old).  A fortunate series of events led me to the world of dog showing 
and the Golden Retriever Club of WA. Through the club I have met some of the most wonderful, fun, helpful and generous 
people who have become some of my closest friends. As vice- president of the club, I believe that we have a built a strong 
and friendly community of like-minded folks and it is my hope that this will continue to grow so we can all ‘pay it forward’ 
to other new members by raising awareness about the breed.  Some of the issues I am passionate about are unscrupulous 
breeders and the unethical practice of puppy farming and also increasing dwindling membership numbers (for without 
members we cease to exist).  I am looking forward to meeting many more of you at club organised events in 2017.

CARLA 
O’DONNELL

JACKIE 
CRAWFORD

Owner of Abby (Grand Ch Dobro Diamantina) 12, 
her daughters Delwyn (Ch Aneiraby Diamantina Starr) 
7, & Electra (Ch Aneiraby Ohm Cant Resist) 5, 
her grandkids Hermione (Ch Aneiraby Its Electrifying) 2, 
& Isaac (Aneiraby Aurora Australis) 2 and the baby 
of the family Julius (Dobro Distinction at Aneiraby) 1

Owner of Krug (Glenregal Grande Krug) 14, 
Opus (CH Hartogold Supernova) 7, 
& Shogun (CH Fantango Westside Story) 4

GRCWA PRESIDENT 2017

GRCWA VICE PRESIDENT 2017

Photo Courtesy: Carla D’Donnell

Photo Credits: Fernanda E. Herrmann



ANN
JONES

My love of golden retrievers began with the arrival of JD 
(Jeddah) in 2004. It was instant love and he will always be my 
special boy.  Unfortunately we lost Jeddah suddenly in 2010, a 
devastating loss to our family and his playmate Abby who had 
joined us in 2006. We were lucky enough to get Charlie in early 
2011 and as well as being a loved pet, he was my introduction 
to the world of dog showing.  Who knew there was a neuter 
class! Charlie’s first show was the GRCWA Championship Show 
in 2014 at the age of 3 1/2 and since then he has gained his 
title and is now officially Neuter Ch. Ambermist Rag Trade. 

This has now led us to our gorgeous 8 month old Conarhu African Princess, aka Kenya, who made her show debut at the age 
of 16 weeks. Despite the show ‘careers’ of my latest two dogs all my dogs are first and foremost loved family pets who live 
a very spoilt life. I decided to join the GRCWA when I got Charlie because I felt I should support the club that was formed to 
promote our gorgeous breed. I became Secretary at the November 2014 AGM and really love being involved with the club. 
I have certainly received more from the club than I have given, especially with the friends I have made and the knowledge 
I have gained. 

Owner of Abby (Swiftreve Ice Fantasia) 12, 
Charlie (Ambermist Rag Trade) 6 & 
Kenya (Conarhu African Princess), 8 months old

GRCWA SECRETARY 2017

I am originally from the UK and I work in the freight industry. 
I am the treasurer for the GRCWA for so many years I’ve lost 
count! At the moment I own three lovely goldies and enjoy 
being part of the club, because the people involved in it share 
little bits of information, such as what to feed and why. It’s 
a great team that help each other. It certainly benefitted me 
when I got Dexta, my first goldie in Australia. The club can’t 
continue without the support of the community. Join in and 
we will be happy to share our knowledge with you. 

RUTH 
CONNAH
Owner of Prim (Westrova Alpha Primma Donna) 14, 
Ramble (Ch Montego Rambling Rose) 8 
& Mia (CH Ambermist Serenade) 3

GRCWA TREASURER 2017

Photo Credits: Ann Jones

Photo Credits: Megan Casas

I have had the pleasure of sharing my life with Goldens for 
over 35 years, and have been lucky enough to breed the 
occasional litter along the way. I joined the GRCWA in the 
1980s because of my interest in the breed.  Showing my dogs 
encouraged me to join the club so that I could learn more not 
only about showing, but about the breed in general.  There 
are many different activities you can do with goldens, and I 
have enjoyed a number of them throughout the years.  These 
include showing, obedience, therapy visits to aged care 
facilities, and training.  I am a life member of the Joondalup 
Dog Training Club and this year I am entering my 16th year of 

being an instructor with the club.  I admit there is always a little bit of added joy when there is a golden or two in the training 
class.  I have enjoyed being a member of GRCWA and have made many friends along the way.  I am currently showing my 
10th month old girl Asher which is a lot of fun.  Becoming a member of the GRCWA not only assists in the promotion of our 
breed, but joining in with activities offered can only enrich your Golden’s time with you.  

I am a graphic designer from Brazil, and have been living in 
Perth since 2008 with my husband. In 2013 we got our first 
goldie, Galega, and while researching for her I came across the 
Golden Retriever Club of WA. After joining the club’s Facebook 
page and getting so much advice and suggestions from the 
members I felt I should give it back, so later in the same year 
I’ve became a member of the club. I thought the membership 
cost was a bargain for all the great advice I was getting for 
free on the social media. Unfortunately we lost Galega at the 
young age of 10 months to an illness. The support we got from 
the club, and members of the Facebook page, was overwhelming. In 2016 we welcomed Bwana to our family. Once again, 
I counted on the members of the club to help me with my new puppy. In 2016 I was invited to join the committee and I 
am proud to be involved in the design of the Golden Paw Print magazine in 2017. I really enjoy being part of the GRCWA, 
because I’ve been learning a lot about our breed and getting priceless advice on how to raise my puppy. The people 
involved with the club are friendly and generous to share their knowledge and experiences. I think everyone who owns a 
golden retriever in WA should join the GRCWA to show support to the club, take advantage and learn more about their dogs 
through their membership, and help to educate people who plan to add a golden retriever to their families.

HELEN
KEELING

FERNANDA
E. HERRMANN

Owner of Skye (Aneiraby Diamond Edition) 10 
& Asher (Shtar Where Bluebirds Fly) 10 months old

Owner of Bwana (Conarhu Meant To Be Bwana), 
8 months old

GRCWA THOPHY OFFICER 2017

GRCWA GOLDEN PAWPRINT MAGAZINE 
ART DIRECTOR

Photo Credits: Carla D’Onnell

Photo Credits: Megan Casas



Jacinta and I came across the Golden Retriever Club of WA 
when we were looking into who to contact to get into the 
sport of Retrieving back in 2012. We were pointed in the right 
direction by some of the knowledgeable members of the 
Facebook group. We were so impressed by the support given 

by members of the club, in addition to different training and social gatherings, that we decided to become members 
ourselves. We receive a monthly magazine which keeps you up to date with what’s going on in the Goldie world and there 
is always interesting articles to read on health and/or training. Being a member and also a committee member, we get to 
support a club that has the best interest of our beautiful breed at heart. I have actually learnt more about the breed in the 
past 5 years than I ever knew growing up around them back in the UK. I think being a dog owner can be tough at times when 
you come into trouble with health/training/general life issues but the support you have by being in a club that understands 
what is going on because they have been there themselves or just have the knowledge is invaluable.

LOUISE & 
JACINTA 
ANDREWS–
ADAMS
Stanley Robert (Madrodish Kate’s Last Charmer NRD) 5
& Rory Jon (Ellishea Wyatt’s Rory) X months old

GRCWA GENERAL COMMITTE MEMBERS 2017

I have been lucky enough to have shared my life with golden 
retrievers for almost 17 years now. I got my first girl Molly in 
late 2000 & like most people, soon found that one just wasn’t 
enough. Ghillie was about 3 1/2yo when he came to live with 
us in 2003. He was looking for his third home in six months. 
Sadly Molly died at the far too young age of 8 1/2yo & about 
six months later Willow joined our family. We lost Ghillie in 
late 2011 & waited almost a year before having Astro join the 
family. Willow was accredited as a therapy dog in 2012 & we 
now visit two facilities where she charms the residents with 
her smiling face & golden heart. We have also competed in 
the Dock Diving competition at the Perth Pet Expo for the last two years, which Willow loves - she lives to swim. Astro is 
determined to remain a puppy for as long as possible despite being almost 5yo. We started to compete in Rally Obedience 
last year & have so far achieved one qualifying score towards our Novice title - only two more to go! I have been a member 
of GRCWA for about three years now & became a committee member at the end of 2015. The club is the advocate for our 
breed in WA & has a vital role to play in maintaining the breed standard of the golden retriever.  It is there for all members; 
not just those who breed, show or compete in competitions such as Rally, Obedience trials or Agility but also people, like 
me, who are simply looking for a family pet. The club membership has a wealth of information & experience & in my 
experience, have been very generous in sharing their knowledge. I know that my dogs & I have benefited from the expertise 
of club members & hope that I can do the same in the future for people who love these dogs as much as I do. Golden 
retrievers really are the best dogs in the world.

MURIEL
NALLY
Owner of  Willow  (Chaleur Cookies N Cream) 7 
& Astro (Haydengold Starlight Express) 4

GRCWA GENERAL COMMITTE MEMBER 2017

Photo Credits: Megan Casas

Photo Credits: Chris Nally

MEGAN
CASAS
My husband and I are ‘owned and loved’ by Tully and Sama, 
along with Cleo, our little grey stripey cat who thinks she’s a 
dog. I purchased my first goldie Chelsea as a thirtieth birthday 
present to myself in 1992… I had always loved the breed and 
wanted a dog of my own to take on walks and to the beach 
and spend time with. I had known some beautiful goldies from 
my childhood and for me the choice of breed was never up 
for question. My second golden, Mac, came along in 97 and 
we have been a ‘two dog family’ ever since. We have been so 
lucky that ours have lived long and happy lives. Chelsea was 
with us for fifteen years and Mac almost sixteen. Currently we 

have Tully who is eight, and Sama who has just turned three. All four have been lovely but with quite different personalities 
that keep us entertained and on our toes. Over the years, I have dabbled in various forms of training with my dogs and 
they have taught me so much. Tully was my challenge as general obedience didn’t appeal to her but then we found agility 
and I watched my girl switch back on to working. She gained confidence with the equipment and had so much fun. Sama 
and I have competed in conformation shows and have been learning Rally-Obedience, which is a fun form of obedience 
where you follow signs around a course. We have our first trial in a couple of weeks, so we will see where that takes us. I 
came across the club when searching for a breeder, as many people do. I went to some shows and met some lovely people 
and attended an information evening run by the club, which I found really educational and a great networking experience. 
I joined the club as a way to learn more about our breed and to consult with experts on best practice. I am also part of the 
Facebook group and enjoy the different perspective that gives. I love the articles in the newsletter, which is a free monthly 
bonus for paying club members and full of relevant information on research around the breed, as well as providing training 
tips and articles that I find most informative. In 2014, I joined the Committee to provide my input and help out however I 
could with fundraising ideas and ways in which we could engage more members. I have made some great friends through 
the club and through our dogs. Golden people are in a class of their own.

Owner of Tully (Westrova Alpha GoGo Dancer) 8 
& Sama (Purengold Summer Sky) 3

GRCWA GENERAL COMMITTE MEMBER 2017

AS YOU CAN SEE, the GRCWA Committee is 
formed by people just like you, who love their dogs 
and want to learn and pass on knowledge in how to 
make sure as owners, we can give our dogs the best 
possible life they can have!

SOME OF OUR MEMBERS  are involved in 
Conformation Show, some in Retrieving and other 
activities, but above all, they are pet owners as well.

THE GRCWA COMMITTEE  consists of 
10 members, elected at a General Meeting, 
that happens at the end of each year.

ALL MEMBERS OF THE GRCWA  are invited 
to participate at the AGM meeting, and the date 
is available on the Calendar of Events of this 
magazine, as well as on the club’s website.

ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS  are active 
contributors and can be reached on our Facebook 
Group page, now called “Friends of the GRCWA”.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW MORE  about 
the club or have questions, contact one of us!

IF YOU ARE NOT A MEMBER OF THE CLUB , 
join in today and support the GRCWA!

CLICK HERE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE GRCWA

Photo Credits: Megan Casas

http://www.grcwa.com
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GRCWA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017

BY ANN JONES
GRCWA Secretary 2017

Saturday 18 March - From 8.30am  
SOR - ORGANISED WALK/PLAYDATE FREE 
Attadale Reservation Area (Burke Dr, Attadale) 
Meeting Point: crn Burke Dr & Roberts Rd 
Organising Club Member: Fernanda E. Herrmann

MARCH

Sunday 23 April - from 9am  
CAR RALLY / TREASURE HUNT* 
Starting Location to be advised

APRIL Saturday 9 September - From 8.30am  
NOR - ORGANISED WALK/PLAYDATE FREE 
Location to be advised 
Meeting Point: to be advised 
Organising Club Member: to be advised
Saturday 16 September - from 9.30am  
OPEN SHOW - 9.30AM 
CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW - 10.30AM 
DogsWest grounds

SEPTEMBER

Saturday 14 October - 9am  
GROOMING WORKSHOP* 
Location to be advised 
Organising Club Member: to be advised

OCTOBER
Thursday 4 May - 8pm  
INFORMATION NIGHT 
DogsWest** - Clubhouse (lower arena)
Saturday 13 May - From 8.30am  
NOR - ORGANISED WALK/PLAYDATE FREE 
Location to be advised 
Meeting Point: to be advised 
Organising Club Member: to be advised
Sunday 28 May - time to be advised 
NOVICE & RESTRICTED RETRIEVING STAKES  
Venue to be advised

MAY

Saturday 10 June - from 8am  
FUN DAY - GOLDIE OLYMPICS* 
Location to be advised 
Meeting Point: to be advised 
Organising Club Member:  to be advised

JUNE

Saturday 19 August - time to be advised  
ALL AGE RETRIEVING STAKES 
Venue to be advised

AUGUST

Saturday 11 November - From 8.30am  
SOR - ORGANISED WALK/PLAYDATE FREE 
Location to be advised 
Meeting Point: to be advised 
Organising Club Member: to be advised
Thursday 23 November - 8pm  
AGM - GRCWA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
DogsWest - Meeting Room 2

NOVEMBER

Saturday 2 December - from 8am  
FUN DAY - CHRISTMAS GET TOGETHER* 
Location to be advised 
Meeting Point: to be advised 
Organising Club Member: to be advised

DECEMBERSaturday 8 July - From 8.30am  
SOR - ORGANISED WALK/PLAYDATE FREE 
Location to be advised 
Meeting Point: to be advised 
Organising Club Member: to be advised
Saturday 22 July - From 6.30pm  
GRCWA QUIZ NIGHT* 
Location to be advised 
Organising Club Member:  to be advised

JULY

*CALENDAR OF EVENTS DISCLAIMER: The GRCWA reserves the right to cancel, add or change dates, times and location of any event throughout the year. The club willl need confirmation of minimum attendance (excluding committee 
members), prior to the date, to confirm certain events. If minimum attendance is not reached, event will be cancelled. Details will be posted on the magazine, and the club’s Facebook pages. The GRCWA shall not be held liable to and shall 
not accept any liability, obligation or responsibility whatsoever for any accident, involving people or animals on events organised by the club. **Dogswest - 602 Warton Road, Southern River WA 6110 - Ph: 08 9455 1188
www.dogswest.com

More details of each event 
on the next issues of the magazine, 
as well as on the Club’s Facebook Pages*

GRCWA
&

CAR
RALLY
TREASURE
HUNT

23
APRIL
9AM - 12PM

A Car Rally / Treasure Hunt is when participants use a car to get from one 
destination to another, following directions and also taking required photos 
and finding listed items.

Organise 2 or more people per car, as the clues can get tricky and we want 
all drivers to pay total attention to the road, and some will need team work 
to figure out where to go and also to take the required photos. Bring along a 
picnic lunch, or the GRCWA will provide a sausage sizzle at our destination.

Most importantly, don’t forget your dog, this is for them too! If you don’t 
have a dog, you must bring along a stuffed animal as a substitute for the 
photo opportunities.

Save the date, and join us for a fun morning!
SUNDAY 23 APRIL FROM 9AM TILL 12PM
Starting Location to be advised

Click on the Fb icon to confirm you are coming!
CONFIRM YOUR PRESENCE TODAY

More info on our “Friends of the GRCWA Facebook Page” 
or contact Ann Jones - annjones@iinet.net.au

$10 per car for GRCWA members 
$15 per car for Non-Members

http://www.dogswest.com/dogswest/Home.htm
mailto:annjones%40iinet.net.au?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/events/1858918617724714/
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“ I love goldies and really wanted to support GRCWA that’s why i became a 
member. We have had 3 goldies...all adopted. 2 of our fur babies sadly went to 
rainbow bridge last year and we just have the one now.
Riley’s a youngster who keeps us on our toes lol... we don’t know his full 
background but suspect byb. I love that the club doesn’t discriminate and all 
goldie owners can join.”  Karen Richardson

GRCWA NEWS

TESTIMONIALS VIA FACEBOOK

a big welcome 
to our newest 

members
Nicole Dennis
Cheryl Stevens
Phillip Bleach

Kimberley Stewart

CLICK HERE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE GRCWA

“ I live in Broome but I am a member - I may get to Perth about once a year! 
I like to keep up to speed with the newsletter (that you only get as a member). 
And as with any small not for profit club, it’s not about what your club can do 
for you but what you can do for your club. For me it’s supporting the people 
that do their best to promote & grow the breed we all love and respect in an 
ethical way.”  Jen Kranendonk

NGRC & OTHER CLUB’S NEWS

Groundbreaking research for dogs is taking place at various 
institutes worldwide, the Golden Retriever Club of WA under Dr 
Carla O’Donnell aims to provide Estimated Breeding Values (EBVs) 
for Golden Retrievers in Australia.
The aim of this project is to provide information to breeders that 
will aide in decisions to improve hip and elbow dysplasia while 
safeguarding the long term health of the breed by maintaining 
genetic diversity.
How can you Help?
The GRCWA currently has hip and elbow certificates dating 
back to the 1990’s for WA registered dogs. To provide EBV for 
Australian Golden Retrievers additional current hip and elbow 
certificates are needed. The GRCWA is collecting hip and elbow certificates and pedigree information to provide EBV for 
Golden Retrievers in Australia. If you would like to know more about it and be a part of this project, click on the following 
link for more details.

In 2003, the NGRC lodged a proposal for 
Australian National Kennel Council research 
funding to examine the “Cause of Premature 
Death in Golden Retrievers”. While the project 
was deemed worthy, it was suggested that the 
NGRC undertake some preliminary research in 
this area.
The NGRC subsequently developed a 
questionnaire for golden retriever owners on 
the “Cause of Death in Golden Retrievers”.
NGRC Member Clubs are asked to encourage 
all golden retriever owners to participate in this 
survey via this web site.
The focal point of the research is age and cause 
of death. While you are asked to provide the 
name of your dog, this information will not be 
linked or published in the study outcomes and 
your confidentiality will be maintained at all 
times. 
Please consider participating in this survey 
for the ultimate benefit of all golden 
retrievers.
For more information and to participate on the 
survey, click on the following link:

Link to National Golden Retriever Council Australia

Link to National Golden Retriever Council Australia

ESTIMATED BREEDING 
VALUES (EBVS) FOR HIP 
AND ELBOW SCORES

NGRC BREED SURVEY ON 
THE “CAUSE OF DEATH 
IN GOLDEN RETRIEVERS”

Committee Members from affiliated Golden Retriever Clubs in Australia who would like to suggest 
news about their club to appear in the next issue of the Golden Pawaprint, please contact us 

via email - editorial.goldenpawprint@gmail.com - Please note closing dates on page 12.

Photo Source: Pixabay

http://www.grcwa.com
http://ausngrc.org/index.asp?ID=75
http://ausngrc.org/index.asp?ID=20
mailto:editorial.goldenpawprint%40gmail.com?subject=
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AROUND THE RINGS

BY JEAN GRIEVE
GRCWA Life Member

30/12/16 C.F.R. New Year Triple Header  535 (73)  Mrs T Dennis (NSW) 
CC Dog: Sup Ch Ralun Flying High    25 Pts BOB  N Ryan & R M Peirce
RCC:  Piark Rocher        E R Hodgson
CC Bitch:  Ch Ralun Lasting Touch (AI)     8 Pts RUBOB N Ryan
RCC:  Ch Aneiraby Ohm Cant Resist     C O’Donnell
Best Exhibit & Best Open in Group:  Sup Ch Ralun Flying High   N Ryan & R M Peirce
Best Neuter in Group:    Neut Ch Ambermist Rag Trade A Jones
Best Exhibit & Best Open in Show: Sup Ch Ralun Flying High   N Ryan & R M Peirce
31/12/16 C.F.R. New Year Triple Header     Mrs S Mashford (Vic) 
 
CC Dog: Sup Ch Ralun Flying High    10 Pts BOB  N Ryan & R M Peirce
RCC:  Giltedge Cats in the Cradle      K Handley
CC Bitch:  Ch Ralun Lasting Touch (AI)   6 Pts RUBOB N Ryan
Runner-Up in Group:    Sup Ch Ralun Flying High   N Ryan & R M Peirce
01/01/17 C.F.R. New Year Triple Header  569 (70)  Mrs M Kerfoot (WA) 
 
CC Dog: Sup Ch Ralun Flying High    17 Pts BOB  N Ryan & R M Peirce
RCC:  Giltedge Cats in the Cradle      K Handley
CC Bitch:  Ch Ralun Lasting Touch (AI)   11 Pts RUBOB N Ryan
Best Junior in Group & Show:  Giltedge Cats in the Cradle   K Handley
21/01/17 LADIES KENNEL CLUB of WA  463(61)  Mrs A Jermolajew (WA) 
 
CC Dog: Sup Ch Ralun Flying High    11 Pts RUBOB N Ryan & R M Peirce
RCC:  Giltedge Cats in the Cradle      K Handley
CC Bitch:  Ch Ralun Lasting Touch (AI)   14 Pts BOB  N Ryan
RCC:  Ch Aneiraby Its Electrifying (AI)     C O’Donnell
Best Baby in Group:    Clairedoree Rio Carnivale   A Kumar
Best Junior in Group:    Giltedge Cats in the Cradle   K Handley
Best Aust. Bred in Group:  Ch Ralun Lasting Touch (AI)   N Ryan
Best Neuter in Group:   Neut Ch Clairedoree Drumbeat Echo  A Kumar
Best Junior Show:   Giltedge Cats in the Cradle   K Handley
26/01/17 CANINE FUND RAISERS   554(63)  Mr G  Love (SA)  
CC Dog: Ralun Nu Look    8 Pts BOB  R M Peirce
RCC:  Kavandale Twist-N Turn (Imp NZ)    RUBOB R M Peirce
CC Bitch: Ralun Made in Gold (AI)   6 Pts   R  Peirce & E Griffiths

Results 
DEC 2016 - FEB 2017 Photo Credits: Diana Andersen

27/01/17 CANINE FUND RAISERS   601(78)  Mr  D McAllister (Qld) 
CC Dog: Kavandale Twist-N Turn (Imp NZ)   12 Pts BOB  R M Peirce
RCC:  Ralun NuLook        R M Peirce
CC Bitch:  Ch Ralun Lasting Touch (AI)     9 Pts RUBOB N Ryan
RCC:  Ralun Made in Gold (AI)      R  Peirce & E Griffiths
Best Junior in Group:   Kavandale Twist-N Turn (Imp NZ)   R M Peirce 
28/01/17 CANINE FUND RAISERS   579(73)  Miss A Adamopolous (Qld) 
CC Dog: Kavandale Twist-N Turn (Imp NZ)     8 Pts RUBOB R M Peirce
RCC:  Ch Hartogold Super Nova      J Crawford
CC Bitch:  Ch Ralun Lasting Touch (AI)   25 Pts BOB  N Ryan
RCC:  Ralun Made in Gold (AI)      R  Peirce & E Griffiths
Best Exhibit & Best Aust Bred in Group: Ch Ralun Lasting Touch (AI)  N Ryan
03/02/17 NSDC of WA MIDSUMMER SHOW 576 (65)  Mr A Lim (SA) 
CC Dog: Sup Ch Ralun Flying High    10 Pts BOB  N Ryan & R M Peirce
RCC:  Ralun NuLook      RUBOB R M Peirce
CC Bitch:  Ch Ralun Lasting Touch (AI)     8 Pts   N Ryan
RCC:  Ralun Made in Gold (AI)      R  Peirce & E Griffiths
Best Minor in Group:   Ralun NuLook     R M Peirce 
04/02/17 NSDC of WA MIDSUMMER SHOW 612 (69)  Ms J Keenan (NSW) 
CC Dog: Sup Ch Ralun Flying High    11 Pts BOB  N Ryan & R M Peirce
RCC:  Ralun NuLook        R M Peirce
CC Bitch:  Ch Ralun Lasting Touch (AI)     9 Pts RUBOB N Ryan
RCC:  Ralun Made in Gold (AI)      R  Peirce & E Griffiths
Runner-Up in Group:    Sup Ch Ralun Flying High    N Ryan & R M Peirce
05/02/17 NSDC of WA MIDSUMMER SHOW 585 (73)  Mr S Shen (Singapore)
CC Dog: Sup Ch Ralun Flying High    25 Pts BOB  N Ryan & R M Peirce
RCC:  Ch Dewmist Highway Of Hope (Imp Swed)    G Lee 
CC Bitch:  Ch Ralun Lasting Touch (AI)     9 Pts RUBOB N Ryan
RCC:  Ralun Made in Gold (AI)      R  Peirce & E Griffiths
Best Exhibit & Best Open in Group:  Sup Ch Ralun Flying High   N Ryan & R M Peirce
Best Aust Bred in Group:    Ch Ralun Lasting Touch (AI)  N Ryan
11/02/17 CANINE FUND RAISERS – Open Show    Mr R Berwick 
Best Dog: Giltedge Cats in the Cradle   BOB   K Handley
Reserve: Piark Rocher     RUBOB  E R Hodgson
Best Minor in Group:  Shelkeera Marshall Tango    Mrs J Webber
Best Intermed. in Group: Piark Rocher      E R Hodgson
12/02/17 BUNBURY & DISTRICTS DOG CLUB  - Open Show  Mrs L Parker  
Best Dog: Piark Rocher     BOB   E R Hodgson
Best Exhibit & Best Intermed. in Group: Piarki Rocher    E R Hodgson
Best Intermed. in Show:   Piarki Rocher   E R Hodgson
18/02/17 ALBANY ALL BREEDS DOG CLUB 207 (16)  Mrs D Harbin (NSW) 
CC Dog: Piark Rocher     7 Pts BOB  E R Hodgson
CC Bitch: Conarhu African Princess   6 Pts RUBOB AJones
Best Minor in Group:  Conarhu African Princess    AJones
19/02/17 ALBANY ALL BREEDS DOG CLUB 206(16)  Mr R Harbin (NSW)  
CC Dog: Piark Rocher     8 Pts BOB  E R Hodgson
CC Bitch: Purengold Summer Sky   7 Pts RUBOB M Casas
RCC:  Conarhu African Princess      AJones
Best Minor in Group:  Conarhu African Princess    AJones
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24/02/17 HILLS KENNEL CLUB   541(48)  Dr B Robertson (NSW) 
CC Dog: Aneiraby Aurora Australis (AI)  8 Pts   C O’Donnell
RCC:  Shelkeera Marshall Tango      Mrs J Webber
CC Bitch: Ch Aneiraby Its Electrifying (AI)  10 Pts BOB  C O’Donnell
RCC:  Shtar Where Bluebirds Fly      RUBOB H Keeling
25/02/17 SRA&OC RALLY-O      Ms D Rose   
Novice: Neut Ch Ambermist Rag Trade Pass  86 Pts 3rd Place A Jones
Advanced: Ch Piarki Cleaver CCD RN  Pass 89 Pts 2nd Place E R Hodgson
25/02/17 HILLS KENNEL CLUB      Mr R Baker (SA)  
No Results notified

POINTS FOR CLUB SHOW TROPHIES up to 24/02/17

Goldreme Trophy - Dogs     Goldreme Trophy – Bitches    
CC Dog gets 1 Point for each male over 6 months beaten CC Bitch gets one point for each bitch over 6 months beaten
Goldreme Trophy - Dogs    Goldreme Trophy – Bitches

Sup Ch Ralun Flying High (AI) R Peirce/ N Ryan 55  Ch Ralun Lasting Touch (AI) N Ryan  27
Kavandale Twist and Turn (ImpNZ) R Peirce    6 Ch Parkridge Its All About Me D Turner   2
Aneiraby Aurora Australis (AI) C O’Donnell   2 Purengold Summer Sky  M Casas    1
Bicentenniel Shield           
BOB: 1 point for each Golden Retriever over 6 months competing.  RUBOB: 1 point less than BOB
CC only: 1 point for each dog or bitch over 6 months competing.  RCC only: 1 point less than CC winner.
BIG: add 25 Points.      RUIG (BIG2): add 20 Points.   Class in Group: add 5 points.    BIG3: add 15Pts.  BIG4: add 10Pts
BIS: add 30 Points       RUIS(BIS2): add 25 points       Class in Show : add 8 points.    BIS3: add 20Pts.   BIS4: add 15Pts
Please note:  Fewer points will be awarded for in Group and in Show wins  if the entry in group is less than 50 and total
 show entry is less than 450
The Oscar Encouragement Award  
For Goldens who turn 18 months of age during the current Club Year.  Points are accumulated from the time they turn 6 month until 
they turn 18 months as follows: 
First Place: One point for each dog competing in the class. 
Best of Class: one point for each dog competing in opposite class.  
BOB & RUBOB override these points – instead score as for Bicentenniel Shield. 
CC & RCC only: One point for each dog/bitch competing. One point less for RCC.  Add any points for being Best of Class.  
Group & Show wins:  Same as for Bicentenniel Shield. 

Photo Credits: Diana Andersen

Bicentenniel Shield     The Oscar Junior Encouragement Shield – 2016-2017

Sup Ch Ralun Flying High (AI) R Peirce/ N Ryan 621  Kavandale Twist and Turn (ImpNZ)* R Peirce  217
Ch Ralun Lasting Touch (AI) N Ryan/D Nadebaum 108 Ch Parkridge Its All About Me  * D Turner 182
Ch Aneiraby Its Electrifying (AI) C O’Donnell   50 Dobro Distinction at Aneiraby C O’Donnell   48
Giltedge Cats In The Cradle K Handley   49 Giltedge Cats In The Cradle K Handley   27
Kavandale Twist and Turn (ImpNZ) R Peirce    44 Ralun Made In Gold R Peirce & E Griffiths   15 
Ralun Made In Gold R Peirce & E Griffiths   13 Clairedoree Great Scott (AI)  * A Kumar   11
Piarki Rocher   E Hodgson      12  Clairedoree Great Affair (AI)  * A Kumar     3
Ch Aneiraby Ohm Cant Resist C O’Donnell     9 
Ch Parkridge Its All About Me D Turner     8  The Oscar Junior Encouragement Shield – 2017-2018
Aneiraby Aurora Australis (AI) C O’Donnell     7 Ralun Nu Look   R M Peirce 24
Ch Aneiraby Diamantina Starr C O’Donnell     6 Conarhu African Princess  R Connah 12 
Ralun Nu Look   R M Peirce     5 Shtar Where Bluebirds Fly  H Keeling   6
Shtar Where Bluebirds Fly  H Keeling     4 Bluebreeze Scotlands Guardian P Andrew   3
Conarhu African Princess  R Connah     4 Shelkeera Marshall Tango  J Webber   2
Shelkeera Marshall Tango  J Webber     2 Ile Maurice La Seductrice  P Ruhubor   1
Ch Harogold Supernova  J Crawford     2
Purengold Summer Sky  M Casas      2 
Clairedoree Great Scott (AI) A Kumar     1

Photo Credits: Fernanda E. Herrmann
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SPORTS

Have fun and be 
active with your dog

BY FERNANDA E.  HERRMANN
Managing Editor of GRCWA Golden Pawprint Magazine 
& Director of “Brain ink.” desing studio

INTERVIEW 
LOUISE ANDREWS-ADAMS

Most of us take our dogs for a daily walk or let them run free on the local dog park. And they love it! It’s also 
good for us to stretch our legs and get “forced” to do some exercise even on the days we don’t feel like hitting 
the gym. Dogs keeps us active! Going to the same dog parks and dog beaches, doing the same route around the 
neighbourhood can get pretty boring after a while, for you and your dog. Why not try something new? 
There’s a few sports you can join in with your dog. You both have fun and develop even a stronger bond. 
We interviewed a few people who are engaged in some cool activities with their dogs around Perth. Maybe you 
will find one of them would fit you and your dog. It’s a great way to keep you both active and have your dog 
mentally stimulated as well. It’s a win, win! In fact, if you do win you even get a trophy! 

GPM: What exactly is Retrieving?

L: Retrieving sports are a great way for Gundogs to 
practice what they were bred for while you have fun 
training, competing and socialising with like-minded 
canine aficionados.

Novice is the introductory level where retrieves of up to 
100 metres can be expected. In Novice, only one retrieve, 
a mark, is collected per run. A ‘mark’ is a retrievable item 
(usually a dead pigeon) that is cast into the air where the 
dog can see it. 

The next level up is Restricted, and the top level is All 
Age where retrieves may be up to 150 meters away from 
the handler. In Restricted and All Age, multiple retrieves 
are required for each run and usually include at least 
one ‘blind’, where the item to be retrieved is hidden 
and the dog must hunt for it by following its handler’s 
directions and using its scent. Qualifying Restricted and 
All Age dogs are able to compete in State and National 
Championships that are held once a year.

GPM: Can anyone participate? How do I get started? 

L: To participate in Retrieving competitions you need a 
Gundog that is registered with the canine registration 
body (Dogswest)

Retrieving

Training your dog to be obedient and instilling a high 
degree of trust and cooperation between you and your 
dog is essential before entering competitions. Retrieving 
sports are ‘off-leash’ activities that commonly require 
dogs to work up to 100 metres away from their handlers. 

Another important aspect of Retrieving that you need 
to prepare your dog for is retrieving through water 
(swimming). All Retrieving Trials and some Ability Tests 
require a dog to retrieve a cast object either from, or 
across water. 

All Retrieving sports are based on testing the ‘hunting’ 
qualities that are in Gundog breeds. As the name 
suggests,this can involve the simulation of ‘shooting’ 
over dogs,a handler is required to shoot a shotgun which 
fires a primer (a blank cartridge) in close proximity to 
the dog. The dog must be able to display a reasonable 
degree of steadiness to the resulting ‘bang’ made as the 
gun discharges. Some dogs may show fear or startlement 
(gun-shyness), while others may become overly excited 

Photo Source: Pixabay

INTERVIEW 
ANN JONES

GPM: What exactly is Conformation?

A: Conformation dog shows are primarily held to 
evaluate breeding stock.  The overall appearance and 
structure of dogs is judged, and is an indication of 
the dog’s ability to produce quality purebred puppies.  
Each breed has a ‘breed standard’ that is a set of 
guidelines, or standards, that cover specific externally 
observable qualities such as appearance, movement, and 
temperament.  For example, the breed standard for the 
golden retriever states that its general appearance must 
be “symmetrical, balanced, active, powerful, level mover, 
sound with kindly expression”, and its temperament 
must be “kindly, friendly and confident”.  The full breed 
standard is available on the Golden Retriever Club 
website.  A judge with the credentials to judge either a 
specific breed, or all breeds, evaluates each dog for how 
well the dog conforms to the established breed type.

Conformation

by the sound causing them to take-off (or break) from 
their stayed position.

The final area of preparation for tests and trials is 
presentation of the retrieve (ie the delivery to you). 
Points are awarded on how well this is performed and 
involves the dog approaching directly in front of you and 
then holding its retrieved item (usually a dummy or dead 
game such as pigeon) in a willing manner to be taken 
gently from its mouth by the handler.

GPM: Can I come and watch to see if I would like it? 
L: Anyone can come and watch a retrieving trial, in fact 
the best way to learn is to come and work at a retrieving 
trial where you get to see a behind the scenes aspect of 
what goes on and watch the dogs work.

To see where the next trials are being held you can 
contact the Retrieving Club of WA via the website or 
Facebook page.

GPM: How do I learn about Retrieving?

L: To learn about retrieving visit Retrieving Australia 
website where there are plenty of articles on getting 
started, training and forums where you can ask 
experienced handlers Australia 
wide  questions. There are also 
links to websites to purchase 
training books and videos.

For more information 
about Retrieving contact  
Retrieving Club of WA

GPM: Can anyone participate? How do I get started?

A: Anyone can participate, but the dog they show must 
be “pure bred” and on the Main Register, (most puppies 
are sold on a Limited Register which means they cannot 
be shown or bred from - but you can tall to your breeder 
about changing the type of register), and registered with 
the state’s governing body, which in WA is Dogs West. 
You must also be a member of Dogs West to enter your 
dog in conformation shows. If you think you might like 
to show your puppy your breeder needs to agree and 
register your dog on the Main Register.  A dog on a 
limited register can be changed to the main register with 
the breeder’s approval. Often a new exhibitor will be 
mentored by the breeder, or they will know someone in 
dog showing willing to assist them.  

GPM: Can I come and watch to see if I would like it? 

A: There are conformation shows held at the Dogs West 
grounds, cnr Ranford and Warton Roads, Southern River 
on many weekends throughout the year.  If you want to 
see a show where golden retrievers will be competing, 
make sure you attend a show that has all the groups 
competing ie groups 1-7.  Golden retrievers compete in 
Group 3, which is the gun dog group.  All shows are listed 
on the Dogs West website, http://www.dogswest.com.au/ 
under “Events”.  

GPM: How do I learn about Conformation?

A: Some clubs hold show handling classes, which it 
is advisable to attend with your dog prior to entering 
your dog in a show.  The Golden Retriever Club of WA 
occasionally holds show training, and this would be 
advertised on the club’s facebook page.  Reading books 
and watching videos is also helpful in learning how to 
show a dog, and watching handlers and their dogs in the 
show ring is also a great way to learn 
how to handle your own dog.

For more information about 
Conformation, contact your 
breeder first, then the GRCWA

Photo Credits: Diana Andersen

http://www.retrievingclubofwa.com/default.asp
http://www.grcwa.com
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INTERVIEW 
MURIEL NALLY

INTERVIEW 
SUSAN PRICE

GPM: What exactly is Rally?

M: Rally is a fun competition that is a great introduction 
to  competitive obedience trials. A course is set up that 
consists of a number of “stations” - a sign that tells you 
what action needs to be performed. In Novice, which is 
the initial level, there are usually about 15. Each action 
tests basic obedience skills such as sit, down, loose lead 
walking & so on. The big difference between Rally & 
straight Obedience trials is that you can talk to your dog 
as you do each movement. At novice level the dog is on 
lead as well. Marks are deducted from 100 for any errors 
& a score of at least 75 will get you a qualifying score. 
Once a team score three qualifying scores they earn 
their Rally Novice title. There are three further levels; 
Advanced, Excellent & Masters & these are all completed 
off-lead with progressively more difficult actions at each 
station.

GPM: Can anyone participate? How do I get started? 

M: Anyone can compete, but you need to join Dogswest 
before doing so. The best way to get started is to join a 
dog club & go to regular training classes. Some clubs and 
private training companies also provide specific classes 
for Rally training. You can also Google Rally rules & read 
up on what is involved. All kinds of dogs compete in Rally; 
if you don’t have a pedigree dog they will be registered 
by Dogswest on their Associate Register.

GPM: Can I come and watch to see if I would like it? 

M: Competitions are listed on the Dogswest website & 
spectators are most definitely welcome. The Obedience & 
Rally crowd are a friendly bunch so don’t be afraid to ask 
questions if you are not sure about what is happening. 
Just be aware not to interrupt someone when they’re 
about to go into the ring though! Most trails are held at 
Dogswest’s training grounds in Canning Vale.

GPM: What exactly is DockDogs?

S: If your dog loves water, loves toys and loves retrieving 
this is perfect. DockDogs is a water sport for dogs that 
essentially involves leaping off a purpose built platform 
into a pool after a floatable toy. There are three different 
types of DockDog games: Big Air – The long distance 
jump for dogs; Extreme Vertical – The high jump for dogs; 
Speed Retrieve – Fastest dog to the end of the pool

GPM: Can anyone participate? How do I get started?

S: Anyone can participate in Dock Dogs. Dogs of any 
breed over 6 months of age can participate, with 
handlers from 7 years old.

Rally

DockDogs

GPM: How do I learn about Rally

M: The rules of Rally are available online & many dog 
training clubs offer classes so that you can learn the 
basic skills required. Most also offer more advanced 
classes that focus specifically on competing in Rally that 
you can take part in once you decide that you would like 
to start competing. There are also one or two private 
training businesses that offer classes to prepare you for 
competing in Rally trials. I can really recommend Rally; its 
a lot of fun & the time you spend with your dog, training 
& competing, will strengthen the bond you have with 
your dog.

Photo Courtesy: Susan Price

For more information 
about Rally 
contact Dogswest

INTERVIEW 
RUTH CONNAH

GPM: What exactly is Obedience?

R: Obedience for your dog is beneficial for both you and 
your dog  to become bonded, and for your puppy to 
have a leader, which all the time should be you, and your 
puppy will have respect for you also. Basic obedience sit, 
stay, stand, drop, and very important is recall.  If  your 
puppy runs off you need to learn to get his attention to 
stop and return to you  before an incident occurs.

GPM: Can anyone participate? How do I get started? 

R: Any one can participate in Obedience Training. For 
successful training, practice the following basic training 
steps with your puppy every day. Keep training sessions 
short. Your puppy will see everything as a game, so keep 
him stimulated by changing what he’s learning. Do each 
command for about five minutes and come back to it 
whenever you can.

Practice the commands in lots of different places — in 
the living room, garden, hall or kitchen, even out on 
walks — so that he gets used to responding to you in all 
sorts of situations. You can use the click technique to 
help with other aspects of your puppy’s training, such as 
encouraging him to stand still for grooming and getting 
him used to travelling by car.

Your puppy will learn very quickly and respond to love 
and affection as well as rewards. Obedience training will 
help build a lasting bond between the two of you and 
you’ll be rewarded with a happy, well-trained dog.

Obedience

For more information 
about DockDogs contact  
Perth Dockdogs

For more information 
about Obedience 
contact Dogswest

Perth has 2 clubs, Perth Dock Dogs and North Perth Dock 
Dogs who have training pools available. They both have 
Facebook pages with all the details on training dates and 
contact details.

GPM: Can I come and watch to see if I would like it? 

S: Competitions are held throughout the year (none 
currently scheduled) that you can come and watch. 
Otherwise the clubs run training that you can come and 
watch and do a try out at.

GPM: How do I learn about DockDogs?

S: Clubs, Facebook and You Tube have a large amount of 
information and videos available.

GPM: Can I come and watch to see if I would like it? 

R: You can go to Obedience training just to watch and 
see what they do. Find your nearest training school and 
go and have a talk to the trainers and find out more. The 
earlier you get your puppy started the better it will be, 
socialisation is also very good for your puppy.

GPM: How do I learn about Obedience?

R: You learn Obedience by going to training schools with 
your puppy, you can do all breeds which is best for your 
puppy in a training school, they have beginners classes 
right through to fully trained. You can also have private 
lessons in your own back yard or in a park it is really your 
preference in what you want to do. There are so many 
schools you can choose from,  majority you will find on 
Google or in your local paper, there are also books you 
can download, some of which are free. 

These are only a few examples of canine 
sports available to the sporting enthusiast. 
There are others such as Dances With Dogs, 
Agility and Tracking. For more information, 
visit the Dogswest website.

http://www.dogswest.com/dogswest/Home.htm
http://www.dockdogsaustralia.com.au/clubs/3/
http://www.dockdogsaustralia.com.au/clubs/3/
http://www.dockdogsaustralia.com.au/clubs/3/
http://www.dockdogsaustralia.com.au/clubs/3/
http://www.dockdogsaustralia.com.au/clubs/3/
http://www.dogswest.com/dogswest/Home.htm
http://www.dockdogsaustralia.com.au/clubs/3/
http://www.dockdogsaustralia.com.au/clubs/3/
http://www.dogswest.com/dogswest/Home.htm
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My TOP 10 Favourite
TRAINING TIPS

TRAINING

BY DR CARLA O’DONNELL PHD, CPDT
GRCWA President 2017

1. Every time you interact 
with your dog, one of you 
is being trained
It is important on how you respond to your dog and what 
he is learning. Dogs are learning all the time and not just 
in training sessions. Pay attention to how you respond 
to your dog because you could be rewarding unwanted 
behaviours by reinforcing them.
One obvious example is how you greet each other. If 
your dog jumps up and you talk to him and give him a 
pat you are positively reinforcing that behaviour. If you 
respond by telling him “no” and pushing him off you are 
also reinforcing that behaviour. In both cases the dog is 
getting what they want – your attention. This leads me 
to…..

2. Behaviours that get 
rewarded/reinforced 
get repeated
That goes for all behaviours – not just the good ones. If 
your dog grabs your sandwich from the kitchen bench, 
he was rewarded for counter-surfing and you can bet 
he will try it again. If he gets to where he wants to go by 
pulling on lead, the pulling was rewarded.

We must set our dogs up for success by making it hard 
for them to make mistakes. Take the time to train and 
positively reinforce the behaviours you want. Interrupt 
and redirect the unwanted behaviours by showing 
the dog what they should be doing instead so you can 
reward and reinforce that behaviour.

3. Aggression Breeds 
Aggression
 There are many studies to show that “dominance”, 
“force”, or “punishment” based training methods can 
cause aggression. Check out a study by the University of 
Pennsylvania http://www.upenn.edu/pennnews/news/
if-youre-aggressive-your-dog-will-be-too-says-veterinary-
study-university-pennsylvania.  This study highlights 
the risk of dominance-based training. As a rule do not 
use corrections or punishment to handle behaviour you 
consider aggressive. In most cases, the result is the dog 
becoming more aggressive and possibly pushing him 
to increase his own behaviour and perhaps even biting. 
Remember the dog has a reason for acting as he does, 
whether you understand it or not. If you think your dog 
has a problem talk to one of committee members who 
can help or refer you to a behaviourist.

Golden retrievers are a very social breed that loves interacting with their family; working with their owner comes 
naturally to them, which is why with a little bit of knowledge, training and interacting with your golden is easy and 
fun. Over the coming editions of the clubs magazine we will have a training and behavioural section. The important 
thing to remember is to have patience -  golden retrievers are eager to please and enjoy training but they get easily 
distracted by exciting sights and sounds, especially at a young age, so you must be patient and persistent. 

4. There are no stupid 
dogs – but there are 
uneducated trainers
If a healthy dog is not learning, we must look to the 
training methods being used. If the trainer is using 
outdated dominance or punishment based training 
methods the dog will shut down or offer avoidance 
behaviours because of stress or fear. When positive –
reinforcement training is used the dogs are encouraged 
to interact and learning is fun and rewarding.

5. Consistent, patient 
repetition is the key
You must be consistent. Your dog needs to know what 
is acceptable and what is not. Something can’t be okay 
one day and unacceptable the next. If you are rewarding 
your dog for a loose lead one day and the next day 
you allow him to pull to sniff a tree, you have just 
taken a major step back in your training. Intermittently 
rewarding undesirable behaviour actually strengthens 
that behaviour even more. You must be consistent it you 
aren’t your dog will not understand what your rules are 
and so he will always be testing them.
Be patient and realise that dogs learn by repeating the 
behaviour and being rewarded for it. Sometimes we 
expect too much too soon. Just as we need to practice to 
learn to drive, dogs need to practice their behaviours.

6. Short training sessions 
throughout the day 
get the best results 
You do not need to set aside an hour a day to train. 
That is too long and your dog will lose interest. Only 
training in one location doesn’t help the dog to generalise 
behaviours. Training should be part of your daily 
interaction with your dog. Ask for a sit and wait before 
going out the door. Practice your recall and sitting to 
get your dogs lead on. Whilst on your walk ask for a few 
sits, drops or stands along the way, practise your focus 
exercises when a stranger walks past. All these little 
exercises will help your dog to generalise the behaviour. 

7. Gradually increasing 
the difficulty gets the 
best results
Becoming more skilled at something is best achieved 
when the degree of difficulty increases so gradually we 
hardly notice the change. Teaching a dog to wait for his 
dinner can begin with a 3 second wait that increases to 3 
minutes in very gradual steps. When you jump from 10 
seconds to 3 minutes for the dinner wait, the dog is most 
likely going to fail and you have put pressure on yourself 
to scold, or punish the dog when the mistake was yours. 
Too much too soon – Bad Teacher, never bad student.

Photo Source: Pixabay
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8. Your dog pays more 
attention to your body 
language than you realise
Dogs communicate a great deal to each other through 
body language so it is only natural that they should pay 
attention to ours. In puppy class the pups always respond 
more to the hand signals than the verbal cues. The verbal 
cues have to be learned through repetition but they follow 
our body language instinctively.
We should be aware of this fact and be sure to not send 
mixed signals by saying one thing with words and sending 
a different message with our body. 
Owners often say their dog knows they did something 
wrong because they look guilty. It is more likely that 
the dogs are responding to your body language with 
appeasement behaviours because you are showing them 
that you are upset or angry.

9. You can teach an 
old dog new tricks
Dogs continue to learn throughout their lives – just as 
people do. New experiences can add new knowledge and 
behaviours. As dogs become older and less physically 
active, training sessions are a good way to keep their 
minds active and engaged. 

10. Training when done 
right is fun for you and 
your dog and strengthens 
your bond
Learning should never hurt. There is no reason to 
physically or emotionally harm your dog. The myth of the 
alpha wolf and resulting dominance training methods 
have been around for years but that doesn’t mean they 
are the best ways to train. Positive reinforcement is proven 
science and it is time to change to force-free training if you 
haven’t already. 

If there’s a topic you would like covered about 
Training, please email Carla O’Donnell: 
carla@aneirabygoldens.com

Photo Source: Pixabay

What have you got for us?
We need your contribution to make the Golden 
Pawprint Magazine a great source of useful information 
and tips for goldie owners. If you come across any 
interesting article or news, or if you discover an 
amazing product or service, bring it to us! We love 
to share and all other members of the club would 
appreciate it. 

We are keeping this issue focused on all the life 
around us, but usually we keep a space for vale, so our 
members can write a message  to honour the life of 
their goldies who  went to the Raibow Bridge. If you had 

to say goodbye to your loved fur baby and would like to 
say farewell, send us an email.

Also, we want to hear who’s birthday is coming up! If 
your dog will be getting wiser in the next month, let us 
know and we will make something special!

If you think your goldie is the most beautiful one among 
them all, we would love to get him or her featured in 
our magazine. Send us the pictures you have and we 
will transform your girl or boy in a top model! We love 
big, heavy photo files, so don’t be shy and send all those 
cute photos to us!

Send any contribution to editorial.goldenpawprint@gmail.com 
Please note closing dates on page 12.

mailto:carla%40aneirabygoldens.com?subject=
mailto:editorial.goldenpawprint%40gmail.com?subject=
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To keep your golden looking great all year round is easy and 
inexpensive. There are lots of different types of products on 
the market that will make your golden look his or her best, 
here I will list a few tools that I believe are essential to owning 
a double coated breed. You can grab most of these from your 
local pet store or online.
1 - NYLON BOAR & BRISTLE BRUSH: Great for everyday use, it 
doesn’t pull at the hair or break the coat while brushing. A quick 
once over to keep the coat looking shiny & knot free. They come in 
a range of styles and prices. From $25 to $200. Available online.
2 - UNDERCOAT RAKE:  I use a double row undercoat rake in 
my salon. The gripsoft brand is one of the cheapest and the most 
effective tool to use. Around $15 and available from most pet stores. 
I recommend for all my clients to use this everyday if you want less hair 
around your house and on your clothes.
3 - MARS COAT KING: This tool is great for thinning out those stubborn thick 
areas of hair. Excess hair on the neck, shoulders or loin/croup area. The Mars 
18 Double Coat King is the size you need when purchasing. Available online and 
retails around $70. You would use this rake only monthly. 
4 - SHAMPOO & CONDITIONER: There used to be a misconception about how 
often to bathe a dog. Once a month? Twice a year? If you wash them too much 
you strip the oils from the coat. Todays premium shampoos and conditioners 
do exactly the opposite. A decent quality shampoo and conditioner helps to add 
moisture and shine to the coat and skin. Adding in essential oils like Jojoba, Aloe 
and Coconut. Ever wonder why show dogs coats are in amazing condition? They 
use top quality shampoos and conditioners and bathe their dogs regularly, as much 
as once a week. Never use a cheaper quality shampoo, these are the ones that strip 
the coat and skin of their natural oils and leave the hair dull and dry. These brands 
offer a range of shampoos and conditioners for double coated breeds. Your dog 
will look and feel great after bathing in these amazing products. Isle Of Dogs, Chris 
Christensen Australia, Animal House & Plush Puppy. Priced from $20 to $50.

With some of the coats I’ve had in the salon lately, I wanted to try a shampoo that could “Tame” 
the most unruly of hairs. “Tame It” claims to stop frizz, control and mend split ends, loosen up 
and undwind curls, while sealing in long lasting silky smoothness. What I have noticed is how 
much more manageable the coats are after using this shampoo. And how bright it leaves the 
coat! Drying the coat afterwards seems to take less time too. While washing dogs with this 
shampoo I noticed how much undercoat or dead hair if you like was coming out of the dogs. 
After blowdrying, the shampoo had done most of the work so it meant only a small amount of 
time was needed for actual brushing. Coats were definitely tamed after using this shampoo! 
Highly recommend this product for golden owners, or owners of double coated breeds.

Basic grooming
equipment for 
the golden owner

PRODUCT REVIEW
Chris Christensen “Tame It” Shampoo

GROOMING

BY AMANDA FORREST
Professional Groomer 
Owner of “The Golden Groomer” grooming salon 

* A side note with Furminators. This type of tool is bad for a double coated breed. It may seem like  you 
are getting out a lot of hair but what it actually does is rip and break the top coat, cutting the guard 
hairs. Use the brushes mentioned above and your golden will be looking his/her best in no time.

Available online or from local shop Alpha Dog GSPS (click to visit their website) 
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BOOK REVIEW

Communication
is the key!

BEVAVIOUR

Other End of the Leash by Patricia McConnell (2003) - Available online $18.84 from Book Depository

by Muriel Nally

I first read The Other End of the Lead, by Patricia McConnell in 
2007 when I wanted to develop my understanding of how my 
dogs communicate with one another & how I could make my 
communication easier for them to understand.  Dr McConnell is a well 
renowned applied animal behaviourist & dog trainer with more than 
20 years experience in her field. In this book, Dr McConnell looks at 
humans as just another interesting species & muses about why we 
behave the way we do around our dogs, how dogs might interpret our 
behaviour & how to interact with our dogs in ways that bring out the 
best in our four-legged friends.
After all, although humans & dogs share a remarkable relationship 
that is unique in the animal world, we are still two entirely different 
species, each shaped by our individual evolutionary heritage. Quite 
simply, humans are primates & dogs are canids (like wolves, coyotes & 
foxes). Since we each speak a different native tongue, a lot gets lost in 
translation.
The Other End of the Leash demonstrates how even the slightest 
changes in our voice & the way we stand can help our dogs 
understand what we want. Once we start to think about our own 
behaviour from the perspective of our dog, we will understand why 
much of what appears to be doggy disobedience is simply a case of 
miscommunication.
I recommend this book to anyone who wants to enhance 
their relationship with their dogs. It has taught me a lot about 
communicating in a clearer way with my dogs as well as helping me 
understand the ways in which they communicate with one another.  It is written in a clear, easy to understand way, combining both true 
stories & an accessible scientific perspective on how dogs & people should behave around one another.  It’s a book that strives to help us 
make the most of life with our dogs & to prevent problems that might arise in this very rewarding relationship.  

“No, I don’t want that cute 
golden retriever puppy.

Said no one ever.”

Quote source: Pinterest

https://www.alphadoggsps.com
https://www.bookdepository.com/Other-End-of-the-Leash-Patricia-McConnell/9780345446787?redirected=true&utm_medium=Google&utm_campaign=Base1&utm_source=AU&utm_content=Other-End-of-the-Leash&selectCurrency=AUD&w=AF45AU9SFYRGRSA807VFA72U&pdg=kwd-104398008339:cmp-680104063:adg-35441289072:crv-151945028117:pid-9780345446787&gclid=CjwKEAiArvTFBRCLq5-7-MSJ0jMSJABHBvp0bfkfUEYR7riUHOdyDS7QkJfHPMGHDcr_yGXa4G2RvhoCF2fw_wcB


46

HEALTH

JACKIE CRAWFORD
Qualified and accredited Multi Modality Muscle Therapist
of “Canine Muscleworks” canine muscle therapy clinic

Your dog does not need to have an injury or orthopedic 
issues to reap the benefits of muscular therapy. In fact, 
the most commonly seen muscular problems are those 
that occur with the normal use and abuse that comes 
with daily living such as jumping in and out of the car, 
hopping down from the sofa, chasing a ball, playing with 
other dogs and slipping on smooth flooring. 

Dogs are stoic creatures and skilled at hiding injuries, 
a behavior that stems from an inborn survival instinct. 
When dogs are injured, they can’t tell us in words but 
their bodies are good communicators. Train your eyes 
to analyze changes and imbalances in your dog’s body 
and movement.  Learn to assess your dog’s gait because 
a gait analysis reveals much about the state of a dog’s 
balance.  Any muscular strain will cause the dog to 
compensate and alter his or her gait.  The aim is to detect 
muscular imbalances before they cause weakness and 
injury. If in doubt, find a skilled muscle therapist who 
will assess your dog’s movement for you. The changes 
in your dog’s movement can be very subtle. As a result, 

Why
muscle 
therapy 
will benefit
your dog

Active puppies
Who rough house with other dogs and puppies

Overweight dogs 

Couch potatoes 

Weekend athletes

Arthritic dogs  

Athletic dogs
Dogs who compete in fly ball, agility, freestyle, dock dogs, 
retrieving, obedience, dog sledding and other sports

Muscle therapy is not just a 
novelty treatment for spoiling 
a dog on a special occasion. 

many owners seldom realize that their dog is in pain until 
there are obvious symptoms and the damage is serious. 
Every dog is a candidate for injury, but those at special 
risk include:

Simply put, it provides relief from pain and discomfort.  
It is a natural treatment option for those seeking to ease 
pain and improve mobility without drugs or surgery.  
Some examples of dogs who will benefit from muscular 
therapy are:

Puppies
Puppies, especially large breed puppies, often play 
roughly and have delicate bones and soft muscles that 
injure easily. Regular 
muscle therapy 
sessions especially 
in the first year of 
your puppy’s life will 
detect any muscular 
imbalances before 
they become an issue.  
Don’t wait until your 
puppy shows obvious 
signs of lameness.  
Instead attend to 
any muscular issues 
before they cause a 
permanent imbalance. 

Adult dogs 
Companion adult dogs may injure themselves through 
everyday activities such as slipping, sliding, running into 
things and playing with other dogs. Left unchecked a 
small injury can morph into something more serious

Hip and elbow dysplasia, 
arthritic dogs 
About 80 percent of a joint’s protection comes from 
the stabilizing ability of the muscles so it is imperative 
that your dog’s muscles are kept in good condition. 
To keep your dysplastic or arthritic dog comfortable, 
its muscles need to be healthy and strong to support 
the degeneration and inflammation in their joints. 
Unfortunately modern science has yet to come up with a 
cure for arthritis and dysplastic joints.  However, muscle 
therapy will provide relief from pain and discomfort 
by targeting the stiff muscles that place unnecessary 
pressure on the already stressed joints.  

Anxious dogs
Anxious dogs tend to have tight muscles as stress and 
fear make their muscles tense up and if prolonged 
may cause physical (and emotional) problems.  Muscle 
therapy, such as massage releases serotonin which is a 
happy hormone that relaxes stressed dogs. 

So how will muscle therapy 
help your dog?  

Photo Source: Pixabay
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When dogs are injured, they can’t tell us in words but 
their bodies are good communicators. Train your eyes 
to analyze changes and imbalances in your dog’s body 
and movement. 

Performance dogs 
Muscle therapy will enhance the performance of 
dogs competing in any sport.  The bodies of dogs in 
competitive sports must function at peak level like an 
elite human athlete. Regular muscle therapy, ‘tune-ups’  
and conditioning exercises will keep their bodies fit and 
balanced and prepare canine athletes for the competitive 
rigours and requirements of their sport.  Pre-event 
warm-ups such as massage and Onnetsu treatments will 
also optimise a dog’s performance by warming up the 
muscles prior to competition.  Warming up the muscles 
increases blood supply to tissues which helps the 
muscles perform at peak levels.

Senior dogs 
Without the ability to move around comfortably, exercise 
and explore the world, the quality of your senior dog’s 
life suffers.  By regularly monitoring your golden oldie’s 
mobility and muscles through muscular therapy, it will 
reduce pain, stiffness and discomfort.

Postpartum bitches
Altered posture, weak core muscles, atrophied and 
shortened muscles are common issues in bitches after 
whelping a litter.  During this period, physical and 
hormonal changes often affect the musculoskeletal 
system.   Muscular therapy can whip that post-puppy 
body back into shape. 

There are a variety of treatments to ease your pet’s pain 
and improve health.

Some of the more popular 
treatments are:
Acupuncture 

Bowen therapy

Neuromuscular release/
Chiropractic adjustments

Dry needling

Emmett therapy

Herbal remedies 

Homeopathic remedies 

Laser therapy 

What is the difference 
between all these 
treatments? 
Each therapy has different benefits and not all 
techniques are useful for each condition.   Sometimes a 
combination of therapies is required for optimal results.  
For example, orthopedic conditions will benefit from 
a combination of the following techniques: onnetsu, 
neuromuscular release, laser therapy, rocktaping and 
muscle building exercises.  If you are confused by the 
array of different alternative therapies, talk to your vet 
who will assess your dog and recommend a therapy or 
practitioner who can help.  

How do you choose 
a practitioner? 
The quality of the treatment is highly dependent on the 
skill of the practitioner so check the qualifications of 
the practitioner  and ensure they are well trained and 
reputable.  Look for a practitioner who is patient with 
your pet, educates you on how to maintain your dog in 
good physical health and someone you have a rapport 
with. It also helps to ask around for word-of-mouth 
recommendations.  

By incorporating muscle therapy into your dog’s wellness 
program, you are caring for your dog proactively and 
this is much more effective than reactive care (after an 
injury). Look into physical maintenance early in your 
dog’s life so that you can enjoy many more outdoor 
activities with them well into their golden years!

Massage and physical therapy 

Onnetsu heat therapy

Physiotherapy

Rocktape

TENS (Transcutaneous Electrical 
Nerve Stimulation)

Trigger point therapy

Ultrasound

1. Whole Dog Journal (March 2007 issue) Home Treatments for Injured Dogs
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JW Hol-EE Roller is a fun, versatile dog toy with the durability you’ve 
been searching for. Rubber gives it strength, bounce and a soft 
texture The unique open design allows you to stash small treats or 
kibble inside for hours of entertainment for your dog. It is non toxic, 
durable, rubber and super-stretchy. A do-it-all multipurpose dog toy! 
It’s a fantastic treat ball, wonderful training aid, great for fetch, toss 
and tug, chewing and teething. 

You know the story - we all love our dogs, but don’t love the dog hair all over our sofa, our clothes, our beds, our cars…
all over everything really. And it’s always when we have an important job interview, a first date or some kind of life event 
where, you know, we DON’T want to be covered in dog hair, that we often find pieces of fluff stuck all over. But stopping 
short of walking around daily with a  vacuum cleaner or massive lint roller in our hands, what can we do? Well, now you 
have a secret weapon…say hello to my little friend, Flint. The award-winning, stylish, beautifully-redesigned, travel-size 
retractable, refillable lint roller. (Try saying that fast 10 times) Tiny but powerful, Flint quickly and easily removes Pet Hair, 
Sweater Pill, and Lint from clothing and other surfaces: table tops to sofas, shoes and lampshades in one easy motion. A 
one-stop pocket-sized lifestyle tool that never lets you down, Flint is made using the highest quality Japanese tape, made 
extra sticky but not too sticky – with the core made from recycled plastic. It’s not cumbersome like your typical lint roller 
(and nothing says crazy dog lady like running a giant lint roller over yourself when you get out of the car), and with a 
bunch of cute colours to choose from (including a new lush metallics collection), it’ll look at home in any stylish bag. And 
it’s a cinch to use – The easy peel, quick turn knob extends roller in two twists. Quickly roll away the hair. Push the top 
down to retract in a second. Dog Hair GONE.

SHOPPING

Stop the 
toy murder

Available online and at stores from local and major Pet Store outlets

Available online

Editorial Note: If your dog has the habit of ripping toys apart and enjoys 
getting all the stuffing out, cut some long strips of fabric (long enough so 
your dog doesn’t swallow it) and roll them and place inside the JW Hol-EE 
Roller. It will keep your dogs busy by pulling out all fabric rolls! No more 
toy murder in the house! (make sure you supervise your dog so he doesn’t 
choke on the fabric).

Source: Petmate

Source: Prettyfluffy

JW HOL-EE ROLLER

THE FLINT LINT ROLLER

The answer 
to all your 
dog hair 
prayers!

Click to vist Pretty Fluffy website

Click here to see Ziggy, Midas & Roxy

Click to watch Kiko Pup

Our very own club member Natasha Bell has created an Instagram 
account for her three goldies. Follow the adventures of Ziggy, Midas 
and Roxy on Instagram. Cute poses, adorable outfits and the most 
gorgeous faces of three lovely goldies will certainly brighten your day 
while you check your feed!

Visit this You Tube Channel and complete ‘how to’ free videos on dog training, clicker 
training and behavior modification by world renowned dog trainer Emily Larlham. 
Emily uses only Progressive Reinforcement Training. A type of training that involves 
no forms of physical or psychological intimidation. Visit her website for more free 
information on this way of training animals that is not only the safest, but yields 
the most amazing results and creates the strongest trust and bond you could 
possibly have with your dog. Dog training tips, clicker training tutorials, free behavior 
modification help.

Serena Faber Nelson lives in Sydney and is the founder 
and editor of Pretty Fluffy website. Serena doesn’t own a 
goldie, but she still pretty awsome.
Pretty Fluffy is a great place for life, style and pet friendly 
living – the ultimate guide for the discerning dog owner.
You’ll find everything from the most wanted new 
products, chic DIY projects, pet-friendly home tours, 
product reviews and behind the scenes glimpses into 
your favourite pet brands.
The website features the most unique, style centric and 
up-to-date content, creating original features designed to 
make life with your dog sweeter and easier.
Serena and her team believe your dog is an important 
part of your life – an extension of your true self – and 
deserves the very best.
We will be sourcing some news and articles from 
Pretty Fluffy, but higlhy recommend you add it to 
your bookmarks.

@ ziggy.midas.roxy.goldens

Kiko Pup by Emily Larlham 

Pretty Fluffy website

AROUND THE WEB

http://www.petmate.com
http://prettyfluffy.com
http://prettyfluffy.com
https://www.instagram.com/ziggy.midas.roxy.goldens/
https://www.youtube.com/user/kikopup/featured
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Until recently, I have never bought a 
commercial dog food roll for my dogs, 
avoiding them like the plague because 
they contained cheap fillers, grains and 
a list of chemical sounding ingredients. In the same way I wouldn’t want these ingredients in my own body, I wouldn’t feed them to my 
dogs.  Preferring to feed my dogs real food, I dismissed the whole range of commercial rolls as nutritionally inferior…until I discovered 
the new Prime 100 range of rolls! Prime 100 SPD (Single Protein Diet) rolls are cooked rolls  guaranteed to contain only a single meat 
protein source making them ideal for dogs with food sensitivities and allergies. They are recommended for dogs suffering from 
pancreatitis, diabetes, dermatitis and IBD (Inflammatory Bowel Disease).  Balanced for adults and puppies, they are free from cheap 
fillers like grains, preservatives, colouring and flavours.  Grains such as corn and rice are pro-inflammatory and in fact, dogs do not have 
a nutritional requirement for grains. Prime 100 SPD rolls come in 6 varieties: Crocodile & Tapioca, Kangaroo & Potato, Kangaroo & 
Pumpkin, Chicken, Lamb & Rosemary and Turkey & Flaxseed. I like chopping them up for use as training treats.  Sometimes I also 
dry a batch in a low oven (120 degrees) for a few hours. These oven dried treats are useful when I am out for a few hours with the dogs 
and  don’t want the hassle of carrying around an esky to store the treats. These rolls have been invaluable for time poor and lazy cooks 
like me! Ranging in price from $10.50 for the chicken and lamb to $19 for the crocodile rolls, they are available from Petstock and City 
Farmers.  I don’t have any financial interest in Prime 100 (I wish!) and receive no gain from promoting their products.

PRODUCT REVIEWS

Prime100 
SPD Rolls

Augustine 
Approved 
SuperBoost

NUTRITION

Available online and at stores at major Pet Store outlets, and from local shop South St Pet Supplies (click to visit their Facebook page)

Available online via Augustine Approved website

by Jackie Crawford

by Jackie Crawford

I don’t advocate any one way to feed a dog, nor would I condemn people 
who choose to feed differently from me. However, as with human 
nutrition, there is no denying the science proving that foods in their 
natural state and wholefoods are more bioavailable and therefore the 
nutrients are more easily absorbed by the body when compared to 
processed food like kibble. Whether our dogs are on a raw, kibble or 
home-cooked diet, the addition of Augustine Approved’s SuperBoost is a 
great addition to any diet. It is a 100% certified organic supplement made 
entirely from wholefoods. Even though it has been specially formulated 
for canines,  Augustine Approved’s SuperBoost is also safe for humans. 
Made entirely from highly digestible plant ingredients, it is thus packed full 
of phytonutrients which means it is a powerful anti-oxidant.  According 
to the Augustine Approved, Superboost “helps put the goodness back 
that processing takes out.” Some of its listed features: assists in the 
maintenance of healthy joints, suitable for dogs with inflammatory 
conditions, promotes healthy growth and development, promotes healthy 
skin, shiny coat & strong nails, naturally enhances performance & vitality, 
and helps maintain a healthy gut. In powder form, the recommended 
dosage for an adult Golden Retriever is 1 to 1.5 tablespoons daily.

Golden Pawprint magazine and the GRCWA does not get monetary compensation to review any products or service featured on the magazine. the GRCWA will not we 
be held responsible if you decide to purchase an item and you are dissatisfied with it. The reviews presented on the magazine are merely opinions of our contributors.

HOMEMADE DOG TREAT RECIPE

Peanut Butter & Banana 
Frozen Dog Treats (Pupsicles)
By Fernanda E. Herrmann

1⁄2 banana
140g plain greek yogurt
2 tbsp peanut butter*

Serves: 10
Prep Time: 10 min
Cook Time: 0 min
Ready: 10 min

Add banana, greek yogurt, and peanut butter to a blender 
and process until combined. Fill an ice cube tray with the 
mixture and freeze for at least 2 hours. 
Store in an airtight container in the freezer.

“That’s my favourite kind of cooking. 
Where no cooking is involved!” 

Ingredients

Steps

Recipe & Image source: Kitchme

*Make sure to use peanut butter that doesn’t contain xylitol, as it can be deadly for dogs.

RECIPE

http://prime100.com.au
http://www.augustineapproved.com.au
http://www.kitchme.com/recipes/peanut-butter-banana-frozen-dog-treats-pupsicles
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We hope you 
enjoyed this 

FREE issue of the 
Golden Pawprint 

Magazine.
We wanted you to get a taste of what 

members of the Golden Retriever Club of WA 
will keep receiving every month.

NEXT ISSUES WILL ONLY BE RECEIVED BY 
GRCWA MEMBERS, SO JOIN THE CLUB TODAY 

AND DON’T MISS OUT!

The Golden Pawprint Magazine is a monthly 
digital publication, presented to you by the 
GRCWA, featuring great articles, club’s news 

and helpful tips for all golden owners.

Join the club and don’t miss out on the next 
issue of the Golden Pawprint Magazine.

COMING IN APRIL

in the next issue

plus many more

APPS 
FOR DOGS 
Apps every dog owner should have on their phone

Barking
Learn why your dog barks 

and how to stop it

GOLDEN 
PASTE
Why you should include it in your dog’s diet.

GROOMING & TRAINING TIPS, HEALTH ARTICLE

Click here to send us an email if you would like to make some 
suggestions for the next issues of the magazine.

http://www.grcwa.com
mailto:editorial.goldenpawprint%40gmail.com?subject=


thank you

FRIENDS OF THE GRCWA DISCUSSION GROUP

CLUB’S OFFICIAL PAGE

GRCWA.COM.AU

CLICK HERE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE GRCWA

mailto:http://www.grcwa.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GRCWA/
https://www.facebook.com/GRCWAInc/
http://www.grcwa.com
http://www.grcwa.com
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